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Bl Documenter - Put a

Database Documentation

Have you been manually writing and authoring database related documentation from your database?
Many of us have been doingthat for ages, without having atool that could do the job forus. Well
Database documentationisfine, what about Bl documentation? Huh...

Bl Documentation, how isthat possible? Not only that, even SQLServer Reporting Services as well!

Say hello to Bl Documenter.
This article aims to demystify the problems associated with Database documentation.

Specifically, we shallbe taking a quick tour on the Bl — Documenter product

To download atrial / purchase Bl Documenter, visitthe company product’s website at
http://www.bidocumenter.com/Public/Default.aspx

We will be working with the Trial version.

In thisshortarticle, we shall be creating a simple documentation project that utilizes the following
scenario.

1) How to create documentation forthe AdventureWorks2008 Database

Starting BI Documenter
Click on Start = All Programs = Bl Documenter3 = Bl Documenter3

Oncein theinterface, you will be amazed with the simplicity it offers with not too many options as
shown below.
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http://www.bidocumenter.com/Public/Default.aspx

FEl BI Documenter (EVALUATION UISE ONLY) i s [E=REER

Open or Create a Solution Bl

A solution is a collection of databases documented in a single file. Enterprise Edition
Please select an existing solution to open or create a new solution,

|58 Options &) GetHelp . SendFeedback [f] About

Select a solution

i Add a New Solution
| (3 Edit Details
& Delete solution

To create a new project, clickon Add a Solution. Anew dialog appears and allows you to enterthe
solution name along with adescription as shown below
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Add Mew Solution

Add a New Solution
Enter a name and a description for the solution.

Solution Details

Mame  Anw 2008 OLTF Database Documentation

Description |

This documentation contains information about the ADW 2003
OLTP Database.|

Create Solution ] [ Cancel

Once complete click on Create Solution. Now the solution appearsinthe maininterfaceasshown below
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@ BI Documenter (EVALLIATION USE OMLY) - ADW2008 OLTP Database Documentation [ = é]

Open or Create a Solution Bl

A solution is a collection of databases documented in a single file. . \%Enlmprisa Editian

Please select an existing solution to apen or create a new solution,
ig Options (@) GetHelp 'Gg SendFeedback [f] About

| Select a solution

ADW 2008 OLTP Database i Add a New Solution :
Pocumentation @ Edit Details

3 Delete Solution

Mext = ] [ Close

At this point, we have setup ourinitial project solution. We shall now move ontoselecting our
database.

Click Nextto continue

Now you can choose between any of the given choices, forthe purposes of this article, we shall choose
SQL Serveras shown below
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@ BI Documenter (EVALUATION USE ONLY) - ADWZ2008 OLTP Database Documentaticon [

Review your Solution Bl

I
Review the objects in your solution and dick next when ready to produce _Enlarprisa Editian
documentation,

|55 Options g GetHelp 2 Send Feedback [] About

Edit solution

- 50L Server Databases % Add SQL Server Database

ﬁ Analysis Services Databases '\_ﬂ Add Analysis Services Database

1‘_-? Integration Services Packages : ) )

% Reporting Services Servers ‘._3} Add Integration Services Package
o Add Reporting Services Server
38 Remove
(3 Edit Details
_.,_‘-:'1 Change Connection Settings
&P Manage Snapshots

Now to add a SQL Serverto the project, clickon Add SQL Server Database
Choose the SQL Serverinyour network environmentand enterthe required credentials (Windows

Authentication preferred)finally choose AdventureWorks2008 as the database in the figure shown
below
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Add 50QL Server Database

Step 1 of 2 - Add SQL Server Database

Specify the server to connect to and select a database
to document.

Database details

Server |{Local)

I Authentication
@ Windows Authentication
S0QL Server Authentication

User name

Password

Choose Database | AdventureWorks2003

< Previous

Mext > ][ Cancel

Click Nextto continue. In this screen, one would be asked to enteradditionalinformation as needed for

the database as shown below.
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Add 5QL Server Database

Step 2 of 2 - Name and Description

Provide a name and a description for the 5L server database. __

Details
Mame AdventureWorks 2008
Description This is the OLTP wersion of the AdventureWorks
2008 Database|
| |
Server {Local)
Initial Catalog AdventureWorks2008
Authentication Windows Authentication
Username
Password

< Previous ] [ Finish ] [ Cancel

Click Finish to proceed

You will now be able to see the AdventureWorks 2008 Database underthe SQL Serversection.
Click Nextto continue

In the nextscreen, you will be given a choice to entera custom name for your Snapshot.

Click Nextto continue

The snapshot acquisition process will now begin as shown below
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@ BI Documenter (EVALUATION USE OMNLY) - ADW2008 OLTP Database Documentation

Making Snapshot

Please stand by while the source data is being collected and your snapshot
ig being created.

f@ Options

Snapshot progress

Writing table Address,
| Writing table AddressType.
Writing table BusinessEntity.
| Writing table BusinessEntityAddress.
Writing table BusinessEntityContact.
| Writing table ContactType.
Writing table CountryReaqion.
! Writing table EmailAddress.
Writing table Password,
Writing table Person.
Writing table PersonPhone,
Writing table PhoneMumberType.
Writing table StateProvince.
Writing table BillOfMaterials.
Writing table Culture,

&) GetHelp

L

Enterprize Edition

2l SendFeedback [ About

e |

1

< Previous

Mext =

Cancel

Wait forit to complete and Click Next to continue

Now you can see the Snapshot forthe database
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.
[l BI Documenter (EVALUATION USE ON

LY} - ADW2008 QLTP Database Documentation [ — &J

Select the Documentation Source Data

Select a snapshot to use as the source data for your documentation and
select which objects from the snapshot to indude in your documentation.

ﬁ Options

Select snapshot

&) GetHelp

LBl

F‘%Enlarprisa Edition

2 Send Feedback [I] About

Mame [ADWEDUB COLTP Database Documentation Snapshot 1 {10/19/2009 2:31 AM] v] e. Make Mew Snapshot

Objects from the snapshot to be induded in the documentation

@ AdventureWorks2008 (S0L Database Engine)

< Previous ] [ Mext = ] [ Close

=

Click Nextto continue

Now we come to the best part, the document finalization.

We will pay attention to the Output Tab. The remainingtabs are self-explanatory and can allow one to
choose specificobjects within the database. We will go with the defaults

You can choose between two formats

1) CHMor
2) HTML

For the purpose of this article, we shall go ahead with CHM. And also specify the outputlocation forthe
CHM file to be stored as shown below
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r - - e —————
@ BI Documenter (EVALUATION LUSE ONLY) - ADWZ2008 OLTP Database Documentaticon ]

Finalize Document Bl

Select the documentation output format and the location where you would Enterprise Edition
like the documentation saved.

55 Options &) GetHelp 2 Send Feedback [I] About

Cutput |Template | Diagrams I Files | Database Objects | Analysis Objects | Integration Objects | Reporting Dbjects|

Cutput format
@ Compiled HTML Help (*.chm)
@ HTML Files (*.htm)

Cutput file location

C:\Usersianil\Desktop\ADW 2008 OLTP Database Documentation Snapshot 1.chm

< Previous ] [ Mext = ] [ Close

[
Now letthe tool do the Magic®©!

Click Nextto continue and you can witness the documentation generation process as shown below
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@ BI Documenter (EVALUATION USE OMLY) - ADWZ008 OLTP Database Documentation e e

" i e —_—— il
Producing Documentation Bl
Please wait while the documentation is compiled. _Enlarpn'sa Editian

58 Options &) GetHelp  SendFeedback [H] About

Compile documentation progress

Writing table Emailaddress. -
Writing table Password.

Writing table Persan.

Writing table PersonPhore,
Writing table PhoneMumberType.
Writing table StateProvince.
Writing table BillofMaterials.
Writing table Culture,

Writing table Document.

Writing table Illustration,

Writing table Location.

Writing table Product.

m

1

Open documentation when finished

<= Previous MNext =
Now to view the finished document, click Finish.
Hereis ourfinal result
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Soution: ADVIO0E OLTP Datatase Documentation

Snapshot: ADVW2008 OLTF Database Documentation Snapshet 1 1 qﬁ_,.,_,,_._,_m TER
whepas Bl COUMBNBAT COM
EVALUATION USE ONLY
@ Scheran Avenbpraiig k08
il ey '
(5] i Tiggen
il ok
[l W Parmeners = Snapshot Properties
5 Tablen Frogery s
: ;P , ‘Snapshal Hame ADWW200E DL TP Datsaase Discumarkstion Enapshot 1
[ i Finctiorn, Seapshal Dasorgion
8 t""’""‘””' Snapshal Taken Monday, Dctoger 19, 2009 231 Al
Diafmitn ‘Bolubian Hame ADND00E DL TP Datshas e Dacumantatian
Sgnaryrm Solubian Dasonpion This decumsintatizn contains infsrmaion about e AOWZ00E OLTF Databasa.
s femrbler
Ayt yrerwi Ky

- l Adventure\Works2008 (S0L Server Relational Database)

Froperty Value:
Mame Advenberaiarks008
O Type SOL Senei Aelationsl Daatas
s plian This is e OLTP werssan of the SdwenhuneWors 2008 Distabas &
Seurce (Local)
Inilal Gatalog Avenbera k2008
Auhenication Tipe Wi dems Auhenbicaiion
[T

Excellent! We now have achieved Database Documentation Power®!

This completesourarticle and introductory tutorial about Bl Documenter. There are other great
features. Thisarticle, should have givenyou all aheads up into working with Bl Documenterand putting
an end to Database Documentation worries.

BI - Documenter - An overview Page CopyrightAnil Mahadev

12



Please do share yourfeedback about this article via e-mail: Anil Mahadev, anilm2010@gmail.com

In the subjectline please mention: “Bl Documenter Article Feedback”
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